Office Hours: Tuesdays, 6-7 PM or by appointment Office: 360 Engineering Terrace
Item

Due date
Percent of total grade On-time attendance, participation, and professionalism and courtesy towards students and instructor
Every class 10%
There will be five short in-class assessments over the duration of the course. Each will be designed to assess your understanding and application of course material up to and including the date of the assessment. Sept. 20, Oct. 4, Oct. 25, Nov. 15, Nov. 29 25%
Two journal article presentations
You will present and lead discussion of two empirical papers over the course of the semester.
Sign up on first day 30% Paper proposal (a paragraph-long overview, an outline, and a list of 10 references). See below for description of paper.
Due in class Oct. 11
10%
Review Paper
You will be writing a critical review paper that addresses a specific question related to a topic of your choice from the course. The paper should include a discussion of relevant evolutionary concepts, methods, and findings from primary sources (scientific studies), followed by your own critical assessment of the literature. Include at least 10 sources not read for class (at least 7 should be journal articles; others can be books). • Late assignments: Ten points (or equivalent of one letter grade) will be deducted for each day that an assignment is late. Assignments must be submitted in-person and in class. • Academic honesty: All work must be your own. In case of cheating or plagiarism, the penalty will be a grade of "F" in the course. For written work, keep your preparation materials, and be prepared to explain your writing. Any unacknowledged use of the words, ideas, insights, or the original research of another is strictly prohibited. Cheating includes, but is not confined to passing off someone else's work as your own, failing to use proper citations, and failing to use quotation marks around others' verbatim remarks. As a condition of taking this course, all required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to turnitin.com or a similar service for the detection of plagiarism. All submitted papers will be included as source documents in the turnitin.com reference database solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of such papers. • Accommodations for students with disabilities: Students requesting an accommodation must contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester. Under Columbia University policy, only students who are registered with the Office of Disability Services may request academic accommodations. • Cell phones and laptops: Cell phones are a significant distraction and must be placed on vibrate or turned off prior to coming to class. If you are expecting an emergency call, you must make arrangements with the instructor prior to class. Laptops may only be used for taking notes. Please do not answer phones, send text messages or email, or browse the Internet during class. Students who repeatedly violate this policy will be dropped from the class. • Disruptive behavior: Any behavior that adversely affects the normal educational functioning or the professional standards of the class will result in failure of the course.
Tips on Achieving Success in This Course:
o Come to class, and be on time.
o Complete the assigned reading before class starts. o Take notes on and highlight important points and difficult concepts in the course reading. o Plan ahead. Don't wait until the last minute to do your reading and assignments. o Start thinking about your paper topic and working on your paper proposal as soon as possible. Plan out your writing; the paper should pose a question and answer it (see Course Requirements). Make sure that the references you ultimately include in your paper are relevant to your topic.
Resources:
o Google Scholar (http://scholar.google.com)
